
Mr. Eltlriclge " i:'.Yolve V()k:;. 

" Savage " four '~ 
Mr. Tavlor Lof Fannin then witlH.tr('V,' the name of Mr. 

3~'..vage; n;1d on the fifth ballot 
".Mr. li\mtain rccrived thirteen Yotes. 

" Bltlridge " eleven " 
:Mr. Edward Fontaine having rccofrcd a majority of the 

,·0tcs Cc~st.. v1as declared duly awl Uon;)titntionally elected 
Clmplain of the Senate fm the present scs:-ion. 

On motion of ]\fr. Potter, a committee ·wus appojntcd to 
net in c:cmjunction with n like comn1ittcc• on the pait cf the 
Honse to 1vnit npon the Govornor, mid inf. :rm him of the or­
urmiz[l,tion of tho Lo.r;islnture, m1d its re;-i,dinc~s to receive an\-
~:imm1micj1tion he might <lesirn to mnkC'. .. 

1\'Ics.-;rs. Potter, l\laxcrick n~1d . Britton wcro appointed the 
committee. 

On motion of l\fr. J1IcCulloch~ one hnndrecl copies of thc 
Ilules cf the Senate were ordered to be printed for the ltse of 
the Senato . 

. Mr. Pott.er, from tho joint committee appointed to wait 
npon the Governor and inform hi111 of the organiza.tion of the 
IJcgislature, reported the 11erfonrn:mce of that duty by the 
committee, and that the Gon~rnor ·wonlrl comnmnicato with 
the Lc·gislatnrc to--morro\v morning at 10 o'clock. 

On motion of .Mr: Scarboron:gh, tho Senftte ndjourncd until 
t•)-rf1.orr0w morning at 9 c,/cloc.:k. 

ArSTIS, vYcclnesda.y, Norcmlx1r 4, 1857". 
The Senate met pnrsurtnt to acljuurn~ncnt-prnyer by tho 

Cha.plain--roll calkd, quorum pre~cnt. 
The .Journal of ·yesterday ·was read ar..d adopted. 
'11 ho President announeccl the following 

STANDING COl\fMITTEES. 
Co3IMIT'l'EE o:~.r THE J UDICIAin--iiessrs. Potter, Stock<.lnle;. 

Shepard, Gr:th:1m, Paschal, vVigfoJl, Qninan, Pirkey, lVIartin, 
Guinn, and Tl:Lylor of Houston. 

Co~m.nTTEE O.N" Fix AXCE-.-1\ics!-ws. Grimes, Lott, Hyde, Bur­
roughs, IVIcCulloch, 1Iillicai1 and Herbert. 

Co1nuTTEE o~ PrBr.Ic LAxDs-1\lcssr::~. Pirkry, Taylor of 
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Hou13ton, vValker, Taylor of Fannin, Caklwell, Quinan ancl 
Potter. 

COMMITTEE ON ST"\.TE AFFArns-:Messrs. Wigfall, Runnels, 
Shepard, Potter, Taylor of Fannin, Graham; Stockdale, ancl 
Paschal. 

CmnnTTEE ON IsDI.\N AFF Arns-:Messrs. Caldwell, :Maver­
ick, Britton, Erath, Fall, Herbert, Taylor of Fannin. 

Col\fMITTEE ON EDtJCATION-MessrR. Quinan, Taylor of 
Fannin, Scnrborough, McCulloch, Pedigo, Walker, and Brit­
ton. 

Col\I:l\IITTEE ON THE PENITENTIAnY-Mes15rs. Lott, Taylor 
of Houston, Millican, Shepard and Grimes. 

Col\nnir·rEE 0N lNTEitNAL IMPROVEMENTS-Messrs. Paschal, 
Stockdale, Throckmorton, Pirkey, Martin, Taylor of Cass, 
Burroughs, Wigfall, and Runnels. 

Co.MMIT'l'EE ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS-Messrs. Gra­
ham, Lott, Russell, \Vigfall, Scarborough, l\Iillican and :Mc­
Culloch. 

Co~nnTTEE ON Cou1'oi~Trns AND C01.:~TY BouNDARIES-­
Messrs. McCulloch, Erath, "\Va.Iker, Paschal, Pedigo, r.rruit 
ancl Hyde. 

Col\IMITTEE ON Pmv ATE LAND CLAIMS-Messrs. Martin, 
Burroughs, Britton, Maverick, Pirkey, Truit and Erath. 

COMMITTEE ON ROADS, BRIDGES AND FERRIEs-1\Iessrs. 

Herbert, Truit, Walker, Grimes, Fall, Russell and vV ren. 

COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS AND AccouNTs-Messrs. Guinn, 
'rhrockmorton, Martin, Maverick, Scarborough, Wren, and 
Taylor of Cass. 

COMMITTEE ON PRINTING AND CONTINGENT EXPENSES-

1\lessrs. Scarborough, 'I1aylor of Fannin, Taylor of Horu;ton, 
Graham and Lott. 

COMMITTEE @N ENGROSSED BILLS-Messrs. Russell, Lott 
and Fall. 

CoMlUTTEE ON ENROa.lLED Bn.Ls-liessrs. Tay](J)r of Hous­
ton, Stockdale and Burroughs. 

CoMM.I<rTEE ©N PuBLIC DEBT-Messrs. Taylor of Cass, Cald­
l.vell, Erat.h, vVren, Russell, Hyde and Pedigo. 

COMMITTEE To .A.Cl' I~J COl\1"JUNCTION WITH A LI.KE CoMlliT-
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TEE FROM THE HousE, IN THE ExAl\IINATION OF THE TREAS­
URER'S BooKSAND AccouNTS-Messrs. Burroughs and Throck­
morton. 

Co:nnnTTEE ON THE LAND 0FFlCE-Messrs. Wren, Britton, 
(~uinan, Throckmorton, Fall, Truit and Erath. 

Mr. Pirkey presented the petition of Wm. P. Wyatt; re­
ferred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Caldwell presented the petition of \Villiam 0. Bur­
nam; referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. vValker presented the petition of certain settlel'S on 
the Pacific Railroad Reserve; referred to the committee o·n 
PuL.lic Lands. 

Also the memorial of certain citizens of the county of Tar­
rant praying for a change of the county seat; referred to the 
committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secreiary of the Senate be authorized to 

employ two porters for the Senate, whose pay shall not exccrcl 
one dollar per clay, each; and also to contract for wood for 
the use of the Senate; adopted. 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill supplemental to, and amen­
<latory of an act entitled "an act to authorize the location, 
sale and settlement of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad 
Reserve," passed August 26th, 1856; road 1st and 2ml times, 
and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill to create the Judicial 
District; read 1st and 2nd times, and referred to the commit­
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Throckmorton introduced .a bill to amend an Act enti­
tled an "Act for the relief of Arthur G. Wavil," passed Au­
gust 27th, 1856 ;" read 1st and 2nd times, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

:Mr. Throckmorton offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That tho committee on the Juaiciary enquire into 

the expediency of amending or repealing an Act entitled "an 
Act to ascertain the legal claims for lands or money against 
the State," passed August 1st, 1856, and report by bill or 
otherwise; adopted. 

Mr. Herbert presented the credentials of the Hon. Chaun­
cey B. Shepard, Senator elect from the county of Washing­
hn, who came forward, took the oath of office and his seat. 

Mr. Pasch:tl introduced a bill to incorporate the Casino 
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Association of s,m Ant:mio; r0n.d 1st aml 2ncl times, aml 1·2-

fc·1Tc'd to the committeiJ on the Judiciary. 
Ti1r. J.;ott offered the follo1ving rc:,olntion: 
Be8 o!l:ed, rrlmt the committee on Printing be instructed to 

c1u"i;1"ctct with the ·PubEslrnrs of the State G:1zcttc ~rnd the 
S ::nthorn Intelli~en~·~'r f 1.>r twenty numbers of ea.c11 weekly is­
~n:' for each mcmb•:·r of the Scna.tc; p1·ovicled, t]mt the co~t 
:-i1ull not bo mora than fin~ cents prr copy, n.ncl that each \Ycelr­
i.1- i>h;i.11 contain t1w i>roccel1ings of tho Lc;;islatnre. 

Dh. nfoCulloch mov0Ll to amend by inserting u.ftcr "inun­
hf'r" the wordH "and officers;" lost. 

Tlw rcs:1lution was then adopted. 
On motion of Tuir. rrayfor uf .Fannin, tho Senate too11: a ro­

cv:;..,.; of ~en minutes. 
A - . . " 1 . t 1 s , 1 1 t the cxp1r.-:1tion o:t t 10 time., -11c cnato was ca1.c1.. to or-

,h:r-roll c:·dlocl-qnonun present. 
A ~_;ic:::,~:igo \"<.W r:.:ct:iYcd from the GoYornor transmitting hi;-; 

1J:cnr;id me1,~age; "\vhich was, on motion of :Mr. Potter read 
:.rnd. i.-J as fi-illcnvs : (Sec next page.) 



'I...., c: ,..... ' G· E .J bi:i~.1.-1 .• 

Gentlemen ol the Senate 
ancl 1-Iousc r:f Rcp1·csudufh:cs: 

The pleasure experienced in meetfr1.g- you on this occasion: ;~ 

:;;o:ncwhat alloyed by the fact, tlrnt onr usual prospci·ity b,~:-' 

hccn interrupted, in some sections of the Stntc, fh~ri11g tli <: 

F1st tvw yeari:;, by a failure of crops crwsetl by a Llron t '.1 uacx ·· 

amplecl in the anna1s of the country. \V c have, ]!O\\.eYt.:r, 

abundant ctinse for congratulation, in the bountiful supply 

with which other scctio:1:s 11.<1.Ye been fa;vored, the rcrnarkalllc 

health that has ~istingnished tho past sea.son, the contirn1e1l 

increase of our population and the rapid extension of our set­

tlements. These blessings should fill mlr hearts with devout 

;:~rntitnde to that Omnipotent Being "·hose power aml go•)d--

1iess have been so remarlrnbly manifested in our past history. 

Many causes combine to render your pr .;sent session one nf 

nnusual interest. You have assen.1llcd at a period whea :t 

Lu;;;c portion of the Union is 1aborin,:; under financial embar­

rassments, that have suddenly depreciated the value of every 

~lescription of property, and suspended, for a season, the oper­

ations of almost every branch of industry ; the cawJo of these 

t'mbarmssments may be tr::iced to the rapid increase of banks, 

that lrns taken plF;.CJ during the Inst few years ef unusnn.1 

prosperity; 'rhosc improvident is.sues of paper currency have 
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kd to reckless speculation und an extension of credit beyond 

the reasonable demands of business. 
Our Str.te is but slightly affected by these calamities, and 

that we have, in a great degree, cscapecl them, is owing to the 
fact, that under our prohibatory legislation, no paper currency 

has ever been able to obtain a general circulation among us. 

It is to be hoped that the present financial crisis and the 

causes that have produced it, will not be disregarded by those 

\rho are seeking to change our policy in regard to Banking. 
In giving you a statement of the condition of our finances, 

it is gratifying to be able to communicate, that there has beeu 

a Yery considerable increase in the value of our taxn.ble proper­

ty during the past two years, though not 80 great as at some 

former periods. The total valuation of the assessment for the 

year 1856, was $161, 194,479 00, which produced an ad valo-
1·em tax of $242,996 88. The poll tax for that year produced 

$22, 179 00, aml the tax upon occupations and sales of mer­

clumdise $29,037 91, making the ent.ire tax, for that year, 
ttmount to about $294,213 79, which was an increase of nearly1 

eight per cent. over that for 1855. 

The net revenue derived from this tax, after deducting the 
expenses for assessing and collecting, which amounted to about. 
fourt( en ller cent., and the ten })er cent. set apart by the Con­
$titution, for schools, was $229,289 53. 

The total vnluation for the year 1857, was $183,594,205: 
which produced an ad valo·rem tax of $276,901 54. The 
iwll tax for the year produced $24,225 00, and the tax upon 
occupations and sales of merchandize, $26,536 34, making the 
eutire tax, for the year, amount to about $327,662 88, show­
ing an increase of about eleven per cent. over th~t for 1856. 

The net revenue produced by this tax, after deducting the 
expenses for assessing and collecting and the ten per cent. ap­
vropriated by the Constitution for schools was about $255 -
044 05. , ' 
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of 1860 "·ill be recci,·ecl into the Treasury until near the mid­

dle of the year 1861. 
It has, therefoie, become a matter of necessity that we shaH 

now abandon that practice. 

Should we hereafter retain the taxes for the use of t11e 
State, the ad valorern tax may safely be reduced, from the 

present rate of fifteen cents to ten cents on the $100, and the 

poll tax from fifty to forty cents. It is true, that with this re­

<luction, they will not produce a revenue sufficient to meet the 
ordinary expenses of the years 1858 and 1859, but whatever 

cleficiency there may Le, can he supplied from the funds now in 

the Treasury, and long before these funds will be exhausted 

in paying such deficiencies! and the extraordinary appropria­

tions that will be required, the increased value of our taxable. 

property will produce, at the reduced rates, an ample revenue 
to meet all our wants. 

A tliorougli inver;t·igation rf tlti8 sielject lws sati.rfied me 

tltat tld8 reduction mfJy be made and that we sltall sl'ill have 
ample nwans to 1neet all appropriations lze1·e 'rtcomrnended, 

and all otliers that Ju8tice and sound d,iscrction may dictate. 

I cannot omit, on this occasion, calling your attention to the 

fact that justice ha.s not been cl,me to a portion of the credi­

tors of the la.te Republic of Texas. Under the act of the 

Congress of the U nitecl States, providing for the payment of 

those creditors whose debts were secured by a pledge of the 
impost duties of the late Republic, which was accepted by the 

last Legislature, all those debts l1ave been paid at the i·ate of 

scYcnty-six cents and nine-tenths of a cent on each dollar of 

their ostensible value, although they \vere classified and ac­

knowle<lgcd hy the State at different rates, varying fro1n twen­

ty to one hundred cents on the dollar. Among the debts so 
classified and acknowledged, were $29,291 47 of ten per cent, 
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Some of these figures may be s1ightly changed by the offi­

cial reports, which arc not yet completed. 

It wi1l be seen that the net revenue from taxation, for the 

two yea.rs of 1856 nncl 1857, wns about $484,333 58, which is 

n.bont the same as the appropriations for the or<linary expe:n-
8t:?S of the government for those years, including the amounts 

appropriated for the support cf the Insane Asylum, the Insti· 
tutions for the education of the Blim1, the Deaf and Dumb, 

and for the Penitentiary. 
On the first clay of the present ffonth, the funds in the 

State rrreasury, exclusive of the School Fund, amounted to 

$1,230,000 00; but of this sum about $470,000 00 are subject 

to be drawn, for the payment of appropriations heretofore 
made, so that the actltal balance in the Treasm>y, applicable to 

fu..ture appropriations, is only about $760,000 00. 
The ordinary expenses of the govctnment, during the next 

two years, will be considerably more than they were fer the 

two past years. SeYeral new Judicial Districts will have to 
he created for the accommodation of the newly cstablishell 

frontier counties ; and certain costs in criminal prosecutions, 
which ltncler the provisions of the Code of Criminal Proce<lnrn; 

1re to be paid by the State, to clerks and sheriffs, will have to 

be provided for. 
The probable amount that will be required to n>J.eet the ordi ... 

:nary expenses of the government, during the next two years, 
is about $640,000 00. The fund~ now in the Treasury 'vi.Ube 
sufficient to pay these expenses, and all extraordinary appr0-
priations that should be made at the present session; but if we 

rely on these funds alone, and release to the counties the tax­
es of the ensuing two years, as we hf.'i.ve those of the last six, 
we shall find ourselves 'vith an exhausted Treasury, during the 
succeeding two years of 1860 and 1861 ; for none of the taxes 
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,_ 1 • .;tl' l to Sft.mud Swartwout aml othen~, for a loan ob­
uont s 1s.., 0l 
tftin.od fr:ml thenl during the first year of our revolution, $65-

208 r:J:Jin the first issuo of promfri::iory wJt.c::. made by tho Repull­

lic which. i.vcro p:1id on t by the government n.t. pa.1·, nntl 8960,4~~ 

ill 'tun per ccnh. bonds ii:;sued to the U nitcd States bnnk, fo1· 

:.i. loan ul:itaiw?tl in the yen.r 1339; t~10 :fi.t.:Jt two uf which were 

classific~l and ac~rnow~ct1god at their ostensible value, and tha 

last at eighty-sevi.::n cents and furty-fiTc-hundrcdths of a. cent 

on each <loll:u of its osten::;ihlc value. The holders of these 

debts rccc~ivod under the act of Congl'e:3s, before referred to, 

only soventy-six. cents n.nll ni11c-tcnths of n c-cnt on each dol­

ll\r of their ostcnflibl•J vuh10, antl there is still just 1y due them 

th.e cliffc:·enco bct·wccn what they so reccivctl, antl \vhat the 

Stn.te ac:l~r..1)wledgetl to be due them, ·wh!ch amounts to 3123,-

217 5G. Those debts w-~re among the most mcritoriuus thait 

wa:ru owing by tho Rcpnblic, rm1 th~y nre the only oneg that 

have not been pn.icl at as high a rate tW they were acknowledged. 

'The h•)htcrs of t~1~se dchts '"'/ere r.hvitys willing to o.ceede 

to tho terms of p:-:.:.T.:v:nt proposed l>y Texas, but owing to the 

r1Jfu:::al of the other creditors to accctlc to these tcrmsi, they 

could not 'be pRiu. "\Vhen our Legit:Jnturu accepted the act 

of Cungrcss, b·dorc referred to~ tlw hohlers of th~sc debts, ac­

ting en the priuciple that hml previously governed them, of 

throwing no obstndes iu. the way to prevent us from settling 

the wliole debt as we tLrnght proper, readily accc(led to it, 

recci\·cd their }Jtof rat.·1, although much less than we had ac­

knowl1?<lgeLl to be due them, and sigRed released 

When thi:J matter was 1efore Congrc':~s, it was ohjected to 

th-c bill, thn.t these creditors woulrl not recei vo as nm.ch under 

its pruvision3, ns Texas Ln.d acknowlc1lged to be due them, 

and to obviate this objection, that pr•wisi0n ";as inserted, by 

~Khich tho "G nikd Sta ks ,,.,-::re to ref'.111d to us the ~:.mou~t ·wQ 

2 
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had already paid on a portion of the debt, which it was sup­

posed would be sufficient to enable us to make up to the~& 

creditors what they would lose l)y accepting the pro rat~ pa.y­

men t proposed. 
"\Ve haYe received under that 1,.rovi~ion the sum of $:298,0M 

35, whic11 is more thun double the amount ~luc to these credi­

tors. 
'l1his whole subject was fully canvassed by the 1ast Legisla­

ture, when the act of Congress was acceptl"tl, and a bill for 
the payment of these debt:' pas.-;ed the Senate and rcceh·ed a 

very considerable majority in tl1c House of Representatives, 
but it failed to become a law, owing to a decision of the House1 

in opposition to the opinion of the Speaker, that it reqnirecl .a 

vQte of two-thirds to pass such a law, This- decision was bnsetl 

upon t.he mistaken ground that, ns tlw holders of these debt.1 

had signed releases, when they received t11eir pro rata pay­
ment under the act of Congre~~, their claims were extinguish­

~d, and any further payment to them. was a gratuity which 

co.uld only be made by a two-third vote. 

Whatever may be :;aid in regard to the releases sign~d by 
these parties, the facts arc undeniable, that 've, Ly our legi~­
l~tiou have acknowledged their debts to be justly due, that 
they have ne.-e.r been paid, that the situn,tion of these credi­

tors compelled them to sign tho8e releases in order to ohtain 
from the United States any portion of their debt8, nml that. 

every other creditor of the Republic, wlwse debt was securetl 

hy a pledge of the impost duties, has been paid the full 

amount thRt the State acknowledged to be due him. 

I have been thus minute in detailing the circumotances in 

relation to these claims, in order that the subject may be pru­

perly understood, for I feel that the honor and the reputntiou 

of our Sta.te require that they shoulu be paid. 
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Tho reports of the State Treasurer, as Ex-OfBcio Superin­
tendent of Common Schools, for the years 1856 and 18!57, 
sbo\f that the principal of our School Fund has been increaa­
ed to about two millions and two hundred thousand dollars, 
under the provisions of two laws of the last session, by which 
the ten per cent. of our annual revenue set apart by the Con .. 
sdtution for schools, and the proceeds of the sales of all pub­
Ue lBndt ~ithin the limits of the Mississippi and Pacific rail-
road reserve-, are annually added to this fund. 

Shoulll these judicious provisions remain undisturbed, and 
"similar lu.w be enacted, for the sale of our public lands in 
other parts of the State, the proceeds to be added to thia 
fund, it will l1ereafter be increased over a hundred thousand 
clollan each year. 

The number of scholars reported for the year i856, wa1 
72,828, and the amount disbursed for schools, from the inco~ 
~the fund, was 3101, 588 00, being about one dollar and. 
Chirty-eigh~ cents for each scholar. 

Tbt number reported for 18.57 was about 87,000, and the 
"mount dislmrsed from the income of the fund was 8106,000, 
being a.bout one clollar uncl twenty-one cents for each scholar. 

While the amendcc.l school lo.w of the last session, hae 
proved to be much more satisfu.ctory to the people than the for­
mer law, many imperfections have been discovel'ed in ita de­
tail11 that will require revision. 

Your attention is J>ll.rticnlarly invited to the suggestion1 
auct recommendations contained in these reports. The7 are the 
reen1te of the experience of the superintendent and others, in 
witneeeing the practical operation of the present and former 
law, Rnd are worthy of your serious consideration. 
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On ilirmer occasions, I have called the attention of thfJ 
Legislature, to th.e importance of establishing 2, State U niver­
sity, where nll the facilities can be fm:rushed for obtaining a 
th01ou<Th education, that are to be found in other States·; nn(l 0 ' 

I feel that I shoulJ be wanting in duty, tlitl I foil to urgO" 
this measure upon your consideration. No country wus eYCt 

better situated to commence such an undertaking. We ban> 
ample means in the Treasury, not neeJeJforother objects, with 
which to erect the necessary buildings ; and we ha ye two hnn­
llred and. twenty one thousand and four hundred acres of la.nll 
ahcady set apart \Jy your predecessors for a Uni ·;en;i ty, the 
proceeds of which, if properly managed, will be a lil1ernl eu­
uowment, aml will enable us to command the scrvfocs of tho 
ablest professors in eYery department of learning. 

The necessity for such an institution is felt and acknow­
ledg~cl by every one; ancl I trust that you will not let this ses­
sion pass, without adopting measures for its establishment r.t 
an early clay. 

The residue of the U nivcrsity I.Ji.rntls, to makE! up the fifty 
leagues, have been seleatcll and sun·eyed in accordance with 
the provit!ions of an act of the last 11..!gisln.turo. 

But little progress has been ma.de, under tho n.ct authorii­
ing the UniYersity Lands, heretofore located, to be divilled 
into quarter sections, and a.ltei·nate trnds thereof~ to Lo sold. 
Only two District Surveyors have made tctnms uf th 1..'ir work 
to the General Land Oillc:e; anJ. one of thcoe wns su imperfect 
that it hacl to be sent ba.._.k for C\)lTcction. I h;-..,,,·c not thonght 
it advisable to commence the stile of n.ny of th'.:se lands, until 
all, that are situated in the s~imc section of the State nrc 
ready for sale, under tH.c hw. 

I transmit, herewith, the reports of the Trmitecs antl 
Superinten<l.ents of the Institutions for the Educutiou of the 
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Blind; nnd of tho De.1f and Dumb. The small annual ar11ro-

11riations of live thousand cloll~rs, made by the lust legislature 

for each of these institutions h:i.vo been s~1fficient to l)Ut them 

in operation, and to support them <luring the year. Many 
difficulties have been encountc:tcd by the Trustees in com­

mencing aid putting these institutions into successful opera­

tion, and grca.t credit is due to them for luwing so disinter­

cstcclly gh·cn their time nnd la lior without compcns[Ltion, to 

the nccompli:3hrncnt of these benevolent enterprizes. 

The educ:;.ttion of these unfortunate classes of our ropulation 

is no long•::-r rrn experiment in thi~; State. The former institution 

hnd on the Lt of October ]ast, seven pupils, r.nd the latter 

devcn, nll of whom, under the judicious management and 

instruction of the superintendents nnd teachers, 1rnve m:1de ra­

pid·pragrc~s, in the nc11uisition cit' knowlct1~c, that has 01>cned 
t•J their miwls tho cli,·inc truths of relig;ion, gi.Ycn them n. ca­

r:i.city fur th<: enjoyment of Efo, they couhl not othcnvis.c 

lun-c obtained, ancl will :fit th,::m lu:rcn.ftcr to become useful 

mcrn licrs of society. 

Fev.- c:>tabli::ihm,cnts of the l:ind have been us successful in 

t!1c f:rst yc~ll' of their organization, n.nd this is to Le 11.:..;cribed 

to the a~;~iidicnrn c..nd "\Yell-directed lah.)rS of the Trustees, and 

their :;ood fo1·tun2 in 1rnv1ng secured tho services of superin­

tcndentg, \r110 ::trc i,•;dl qualitlccl and admirably :ufapted, from 
tl . 1 • 1 · . . l 1 l,. h l . 1 . 1e1r Cllt~:·at1un, t 1:':11o~nt10n :n-:l rnu1fo, to t e c nhes t iey 

l:avc nndert:tk._~n. 

DnillEuc;'; ~Lt \-c hccn leased in the ...-iciuih: of this cih·, for 
..... ~ . 

the temrwr~uy n:;0 of thc:~e institl!tions, nnd I ;:ecommcnd that 

prnvision be I!Jndc f,1r the purcht~:3C of sites, and the orcdion 

1)f pclllnan,_ nt lmil<lin:;~. 1.I1hc sngg~:.;tion·• rrnd rccommcntla.­

t ions <:'l 1nLtin:.:·tl in these rc~)orts. :1;.·0 (G1~1mrndod to y.mr con-
..... , v 
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aideration, with full confidence that you will noi fail to foster 
and encourage what has been so well begun. 

Some delay occurred in the selection of a site for a Lunatic, 
Asylum, in accordance with the provisions of a lnw of the lnst 
Legisla.ture, owing to the fact, that one of tlte Commission.ert 
first appointed, was unable to scn~e. 

The Commission, as finally organized, consisted of Saml\e( 

Bogart of Colin county, E. T. Branch of Liberty count7, and 
c: R. Johns of Hays county. They selected o. site in the vi­
einity of this city, containing fifty acres, which cost twenty­
five hundred dollars, two hundred and fifty of which were 
paid by the State, and the residue by the citizens of thi11 
place. A doubt afterwards arose in regard to the title obtai))­
ed by the Commissioners, owing to the existence of an ad verse 
claim to the land. This has since been rcmovec.l by a relcnt;e 
from Thomas J. Ch.ambers=' voluntarily executed. 

Immediately after the selection of the site, the Building 
COmminionera tumcd their attention to the preparation of A 

plan for such an institution. At the outset, thoy found them­
selves embarrassed for want of proper information on the snb­
joct. Their investigations soon satisfied them that without 
the assistance of someone familiar with the treatment of insan­
ity and the interior arrangement of Insane Hospitals, they 
eonld not have a suitable plan prepared. It was therefor~ 
deemed beet, that a competent superintendent of the institu­
tion, should be appointed at once, and that the necessary 
buildings should be planned and erected under his supervision 
and direction. 

Dr. John 0. Perry; a physician, whose previous education 
and experience in similar institutions, render him well qua.li­
ned for the station, was accordingly appointed, and is now en­
gaged in the preparation of a plan and specifications for a sui-
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table 'building, w11icb will shortly be completecl, when the 
ComrnisBioncrs will proceed to con tract for its construction, 
in ncoordancc with the proyisions of the law under which they 
3ct. 

The four hundred thousand acres of la.ncl :1ppropriated by 
the last Legislature for th~ Lann.tic Asylnm, the institu­
t.iou!s for the education of tl1e Blind and the Deaf and Dumb, 
:tml for n,n Orphan Asylum, ,,~ere all selected within the 
limits of tlr..0 Mississipi>i and Pacific Hailroad Reserve, aml 
entries of them were rnade in the proper ltmd districts, before 
t.he 1st day of March last. A part of them were also surveyed 
before that aay., and the residue have since been ;mrveyed. 
These lands are believed to be as valuable as any th£. t wer\> 
vti.cant at the time. They are in a secti0n ef the State, which is 
71ow s~ttling l'lp rapidly, and where, if it is thought desirable, 
they may be s0ld for goo<l prices, at an early period . 

.Application will 13e ma.de to you, for relief, t.o those who 
_gettlcd upon public la.nd, '''lithin the ~fississippi ancl Pacific 
Rn.ilroa<l Reservation, between the 21st of December 1853 ancl 
the 26th of .A.ngust 18:36. It will be rcco1lectcd, that under 
the provisions of the "aet to n.ut.horize the location, sale and 
t;Cttlemcnt of the liississippi ftnd Pacific Ra.ilroad Reserve," 
:ill those who were then settled within it, upon public land, 
were require(l to pay tQ the Commissioner of the General 

r •. :md Office, on or Lefore the lst of January 1858, fifty cents per 
:i,crc, for their settlements, not to exceed -0ne hundred and 
~ix:ty aeres.. 

Efforts will doubtless be made, to obtain from the State, 
~ relcn.sc of these lands, without any imyment by the settlers. 
To unclcrstand the merit of their claim to this gratuity, refer­
ence should be made to the circumstances under which they 
e.utere<l the reservation In December 1853, all the public 
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lauds ·within certain spcccfiell limits 1Yero roscrrnd f:wm set­
tlcuwnt auc111)C~.;t:on. Altcrrmte i:;ections th'2reof were :i>et n,pu•t 
to oncourage the construction of a T:1ilroad from the cu.stern 
]inc of the Str:,to to El Paso; and the residue w;.:;; reserved to 
tile use of the Stn.te until othcnYise ilirccted by b.T:, with a 
g;:neral 1 unclerstanding that it nhoultl constitute! a funJ f•Jl" 
rurposes Df ccluca.tiun ;>.,ml intcnrnl improvemcntH. Vlhilo thiB 
district- of eonntry was tlrns rose1TcJ fJr oiJjc:::.ts of the grn::.tcst 
ntercst : and while thousands of 0111· citi7~CI:s b>L1i1;:..,•· hea.d-, l 

tight, don11tion and bounty certifict;,tcs, is~;nccl to the early 
colonists a.nd so1dicn1 of the Revolution, \V2rc <.L~pri-.-ci.l of the 
}'l'ivibgu of focrrti.ng them '\Yi thin .its limits, the~;e SPttlers, 
JnJiny of ·whcrm had been bn'G a short time in the Sta tt:7 enterc(l 
this rese.rvoJ,lion ~lnd took possession cf the choicest hnds to h::: 
found, in direct op1)ns.:t.ion to our policy nn(1 in viola ti on of on r 
positive law. Being thus in r;ossession, \Yhcn the rcscrvaLi<Jn was 
opened, they wen., permitted to retain thcirlnm1s, f..t the paltry 
price of fifty cents an acre, to he pn,i(l 1.Yithout intcre:..;t, at the 
expiration of sixtcc-n months, ald:wngh it is a, :matter of public· 
notoriety, thn,:t they ·would then h:i ve brought from on.e to 
{ivc dolLlrs per acre, at putlic .Snk, ~xC'lnsive of the improre­
menfa upon them. 

The mere stLtc.m·~:nt of these cii·cnrnsfonccs1 .,.von1d seem to 
he a sufficient c,11:3\n:r to a:1 a1m1ic:116.\m for sm.:h a :.rrntnity . .J LJ .., 

. . l , . f' l , 1 , • • l Ji::rt1nn.c10n::, y n ctonatwn o tncse 1nnl1S Y•·us tncn Ds1s~:cc on, 
:md hmv difficult it \Yas to retain this pro';·:Gion ; j ~s retention 
v;as consirlcrcJ as the first f'.tq) fa.ken to'1;an1s making mn 
public L.1nds avaiL:.h1c hercafte!' :for objects of public utility. 
If v;c 110 1.v refuse to retrace tlmt step, onr future cu~U';:;e will 
ho a, I)hin onr, anJ. we may hope, in time, to n~alizc from tLe 
s 2.lc of c:<:: iiublic dom1:;,i11, the m3uns for supporting a gc.nc:nd 
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~y:3tera of' edtrnation, and aiding in the co:1stn1ction of milrom1s 

'Sitll&ut which; we shall make but slow pro3ress in dcvdnping; 

tke resourced of the State. 
Shou1u these p~L1·ties limit their upplicatfon for relief, t-0 aa 

extension of' the time within which, to pay for their bnch:, it 

should Le grantetL; for it i~ well known that the dbastcrn thr~t 

h:wc ~1t.tendccl the cu1ti vation of the soil i:; that Bcction 0f the 

Ste:l.tc, <lnring the Inst two se:1aons, hn,vo pn:Yc11ted those cu-

l . , 1 . t' I t 1' t, •,;;::1,g·el m ;; ns occnpa wn, nmnng w wm nre ::10.-.: 01 11es1: 

ie.ttler:;;, from rnnking anything heyoncl a s~1h1istcnce. 

~\. hw ponniting th~m to pny for their larn1s in two instal­

ments, :Lt Ol!C ~·md two year;; with interest, will ue cheerfu11y 

appr•Jveu. 
;31)mc provision should lr~ i~::nlc fur the imle 0f the altern~tte 

~l'ctions of land reserved to the use of the State un:ller the act 

tll (·ucxran-:.go the constnlCtion of ruilroad:'i by donatiorn1 of 

b.rnl1 ~'.Ili..l the ad granting lan1.l to the G:1.ln':~:ou nnd Brazos 

:\"n.YigtLtion Company. 

The Stntc nov~- ha.s s~x hniH.lreJ nml fifty-scvch sections 

e:1 ual to 420,430 acrcEi, of lr.nd th ns surveyed uDd ret:;erved,, 

whi~h ~u·c "not liaLle to locr.tions, entries or pre-empt.ion 

ii:-ivilegc:;." She ·wiil in a few months h:1rc 1~,mr lrnmlreu awl 

ainoty-four ucldi~hr1al r;<.:eti.)!::--~, eqna.l to 31G,li~O acres; nrnl 
1 .j.. j. • 11 1 . . , . , l 

t 'C: <l'"''U l ,. \' .. J. , . ., -pr·1"'".'.;:11"··· 'l'' •"'·'·ncr S\("·t1 ·'1·~ •·± i·····c· ·'I'" 
... I.\.•~ 'UJ •J. .)i._.a. .. 1v\...l .. ~ . .l,_.., '"'vl. .... \_,·\.IJ. .•. u \.•Lit. l.lr'\,,,· 

(' -•u···, ) L,,,1 _u ... Lal.,; L~ •• 

Sur .• 10 of th'-'SC Ltnd:; are sitna~c1l in parts of the Stnfo -,.1.1H;rc 

sett10ni::~nt8 arc now Lci11:; mnde and 1)th1..'1·~: w11crc they 

will L..:forc the '··1f'•'.L1'11r·· L _._,~ 0 cf a1L1thcr Legfal:;;-

l urc, prcvwus to 1·1·hi\:h ti1~le, i~ is lil1J1\~ tb~:a Fro­

UiLblc, that many of t.he;.11 wi1l 1lr~~c ;.ic:cn t:'.k(;n p•:;ssc:~~;ion of 

Ly i:1·-~t,-iduals, ,;-i~·h th(; !-wpc tlt;_:.t ~Ley ~.Yill L~ utile ~o obtain 

th~ill 1JJ·~ LlOiltl. ! i: q 01' l, '' " 111)"'1 •·l J.0 ,.,.., 1.,l; 7' +}11'"1 t'• ''' '1 11 ' ,,,..,.~ 
t.. ... .1,. 1 Lj "-' '-"' J. l I ..- ~- to .a. \.... l." '- ..l-.L '-. \.. , -. ._. _ t. ..,.1. ·- .L l,. 
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nominal price. It is therefore dcsira~lc, that we shall now, 
hcforc n.ny interest ha.s been cren.te(l to favor such a misap­
plication of them, establish a 1wice at which partfos may 
enter a.nd purchase them. \V c slmll thus take awa.y all pre­
toxt for trespassing upon them, and indicate in the most posi­
tive manner, our intention that they shall be a.pplied in good 
faith, to education and internal improvements as was origi­

nally intended. 
Under that provision, of the "act to authorize the location 

sale and settlement of the J\li8sissippi and Pacific railroacl 
reserve," which allows the Commissioner of the General Land. 
Office, to issue land scrip, ::i..t fifty cents, per acre to be locatetl 
within that reserve, he has since the 1st day of~farchlast issuHl 
57, 710 acres. 

If similar scrip 'vere authoized to be issued and locate(l 
upon any part of our public doma,in, it is believed there woul<l 
be much demand for it, as Janel certificates arc becoming 
e~ceedingly scarce, n.nd their v1:1,lue has n.ppreciatecl nea.rly to 
tlrn price of scrip. J\fany would prefer purchasing such scrip, 
even if they pay more for it, as they thereby a,~oid all danger 
from the impositions and frauds so oft.en pmcticed in the sale of 

c.-erti:fica tcs. 

Should such scrip be n.uthoriEcd, none should be sold fora 
less quantity than eighty acres, and ca.~h piece of scrip ought 

t-0 be loca.ted in a square form and in one place only, except 
in cases where previous surveys do not admit of it. 

A law was passed by the fifth Legislature, by which the 
G-ovornor was authorized to appoint a commissioner and Sur­
v-eyor to run ancl n1ark the boundary line between our Stn.t.e 
md the 'rerritories of the U nitcd StatPQ from the point at which 
tt leaves Red River to where it intersects the Rio Grand<', 
whcncv:~r the U nitcd Stat.es should appoint the ncces5iHY 
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o·fficcrs on her part to join in th·j \vork : Immediu tely aftC1· 

this law was passed, a correspondence was opened with our 

Senators and Representatives in Congress '\Yho were requested 

to procure the passage of a law, for the appointment of the 

necessary ofllcers on the part of the United States. They 
had the suliject brought before Congress, but I am not aware 

that nuy final action has been taken upon it. Our citizt:nl'I 

~re now making Surveys of land along that line, and settfo­

mcnts wiH soon follo·w, it is therefore important that measures 

be taken to run the line, or at least to ascertain aud mark oa 

the ground, the point at which it le.aves Red River, without 

the co-operation of the United States, should that be mud1 

kngcr dcla.ycd. 

During the early part of tho present year, information was 

received that many of the county courts, within the limits ')f 

what wa.s known as Peters' Colony, were issuing land certifi­

~ates upon illegal evidence, and to i1ersons not entitled to 

them. 

Commissioners were immediately appointed, under the 

3uthority ·vested in the Executive by the "act to ascertain the 

c.gal claims for money and lands against the State," who were 
iustructed to exami11e tl1e records uf the county courts in all 

those counties, and to enquire into the manner in which they 

were kept, and make a full report, as early as convenient, in 
relation to all cases where these courts, or any of them, hMl 
v!olatcd the laws enacted for their government. 

Some of the commissioners first appojntccl, having declined 

to serve~ the organization of the Board was greatly tklaye<l. 

The commission as finally organized, consisted of H. G. 

Hendricks and James :rtf. Head of GrayRon county, and .E. 

P. Nicholson of Dallas county. Their report has not yet 

been recci,rcd, but may be expected at an early period of your 
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+, .. 1·1d·n1' 1·t"1l to ~,,~,1 ,,r: ~- 1 1 l•.L .. 1.:;t V\...il.. · .~\.!• ~t.ui 

: 1 ~ .·lt r .. ~.co:111nern1n tion:). us th;; natn rn nnd e~ teut of t h 1_; f._·~1,uds 
' / 

: 1: ,.Joscd, lWLY seem to require. 

r?!ie fir;:;t annunl report of the Don.rd of School conm1ission­

er:-:, o}·gn.ni:~i;d nndcr the "act to prffY]de for the im-csiment 

·. :!' the special school fond in the born ls of Hailroacl ccm1)imies 

L,·orpGratcd lJy tln St:·.t(~," il'5 hcre·with submitted. 

D at two Joans lrnnJ ret been m~1dc Lv this bo:ud. Ono of . ~ 

i:L:u lnrni..lr:_~(l ::tnd fifty tlrnns:md du11nrs to the How~t~m and 
r.1'1:sc~S Uentr:·cl Hailw:1y comprny \111 the 13th cby of }'_._ r:ril 
l ... -7 1 ' • 1 ' l 1 I . . l e 1 .'."),) , urn~cr \Ylr:.c 1 t.1ie J011l ~; t rnt const1tnto saH nm:.. ·\\"ere 

~:1b::n by t}~3 company at ~" pnm1ium of six per cent ; that 
!1· :11,'.i,' tLc rate., at 1\·hich they 1rc;-c then rcdccmccl at the 

·L· nitecl St':ttcs ~-1 i·casr~ry. 'l1he other was :.1 ban cf Eixty tl10u­

~· .. ,;.rul tlolfars to the sar::o cornpnny, nrndc on tho 28th cb . .y of 
··\ ' ] " -- , 1 ' 1 ' ' ' l ~J t • (,1dO•h~l' _ ..:.1,JI, lGWcr \\·d1c11, n is prc1:1umec l lrt no pn::nnmn 

··11 l . 1 ,• , 1 . 'f 1· , 1, \\ll U8 o Jt:::.1nct, on t!ie IJGTt( r;, s1nce lu v.-~-::s unc... C'l'SLlJO'"L uere 

1::1cli'Bci:111y, on that (by_, that the United Sht'ln; blll cc:lscd 

ruc1c(.1 ming them; n prerninm of :five per cent "-as hcJ'i\'CYCT re­

tained, until uchic~s c:.1n he recciYed in regard to what in·emi­

nD, if J'vny, they bor-2 111 N cw York, when tho whoh or snch 

:::wLion th·3reof, ns may he i·io·ht, will ho rctnnicd. 
i • 0 

rl1he BnEilo Dnyou, Drnzos and Colorado cornprrny, i:rrl!rd 
:-:1)~11c ti1ne since, fur {t LC-ll of one hnrn1rcd anc1 fifty t.ht·msand 
,·i, 1'1''''f" . ..,,.,.Jt '''11 1;'"1n·1·1~C("' '""" "l'll'C'1·1·'11tcrl to ()Ya1°..,1°'lC 'l'lL'l -."C·"O"l-1 _IJ... \.li 11.i (.t. ... _.\, t.;. _...__..,,.~ l ~·i 1•(c.1)<.t I. : \. J ...._...._.,,_ .... Lil. t..J.. I. l) lu 

v:i:;;tllcr Le c;.rndition cf the road 1vas such as to entitle the 

Tho opcratio:a of tho law, nuthorisi1i~~ thc~c lor.l1~\ }1:i.s nc;t 

1 :F1Yc<.l as n.d v~1,n ~- D.gcons to om· railroad cc~111Jmr:c;;, n:' 1·:an un-

'rJi e :1.Jl1.0Ullt loaned l'!.L:.:Cl' l t~} rrc-
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canr:.ot readily obtain a s(:C:)rnl lor~n :li"'t,~r their road Las 

mortgn.gcd to the State. 

. 
U2:..1~ 

'J1hc moans for grading, procnnn:.~· the c·o:3s-tics r:nd Liyi11:; 
down tho iron, can he rnis~_,tl, Y:itl1!:1 ~1iC" ~J!·dc; li,y irn;st of u:.~r 

·i , l t . ( ... ll''' 1 -:'1n· ·· 1 11~r ,., .... h'j' "''' l·l't tl r· ~ ·o ,_ rcn.t s c rn. :uc n 1,, ,,i)·~,, 6 •.• 1 i·• /, 1. • .:i;-;, ·, . i...: ll ,.11 cn1u11.1L 

UC uut:Linccl withoat lllOnCy, Oi' :snch paper ::1.S Cn.11 l;e l'C'ad]y 
conv•crted into rnoney; neil:h 1~r of i};:s;:: c:w be 0Lt:·:inc1J ft\·i:! 

• • .£' f- .j. I " , I' ,. l l onr own c1bzcns ior any c;n::~~.., cx"c:;,r.:; or r11;_:.ct; i:l:W er t.,-11~n1 H: .,-;· 
any 11w1wv· or cash t~:.l.iCl' bc~·oad y,·]rnt. they require fr1r tlLi i' ' .., " .. 
ordiil<L'Y lJu::;inci.;s, aml tho::ie y,·110 h~;.vci, find more ccrtaiu m:•_,1 

,. 1.1 , f' 1 . .. · 1 • • • . r .. J.or0 pnn1t.~u.1.J m,)L.~f:i o · cmp.oyrn~~ n; i. ·1:tn E~\·c·st:u6 it :ri 

· 1 l 1 I . . .. J.' 1 • 1 .. l"'J "I). ''I "'tU'''i' 11 1' l~'Ull:J"l' lu 1'i' ~l ~C·''°'' 1 1L 'l't l'l'o:"li'"(' · Il '1 1''···1 l'"l''• l (.I,, 1. u .. ),,;) • v :"&' _, _14 J 0 .J ... I .. 1 I. \_,l,•&.a ....... ./.&.•(:)! t:>...,, \. (.Iii l\. ~fl.,\ 

1} 0 111""' <.•ht)"j.. of t111n l'l 1'" 1'·" 11· '·" .... , ..... ,. 1··1 f.Li \,.... .... : •. · • .I. 1 "' . '- ). ·- ( l. l () . i...: '- \ .. ~ ,._) ', l ' .) l I. 

will c1rnhk them to prosecut0 tli~ir ru~.LL 
-.,rill :med public expectn.tivn. 

'"·. ~ ~·11 1) 't'·-- ; ) ~ j ~ .• i··, ... ,, J ... J. (.J ..a...t 1."' 1.-.ll. J 

Not\vithstarn.liug this Ld.ie{~ I ~u11 L 1t l~i::;p·~~''-'~1 L) .::ccu:~~·· 

rncml tho substitution of nl'ly ot]wr ;-'.y;~~n:1 fu1· t;tving ;j:l ~;? 

tll" ~;;..11-e in the Ci'ns+··u··tion cf r"ihi"'l" tlrn1· 'Ll'"~· -- .. ·r ,., .. ,. v l'.,..Jl.il.wu ' .) 1 l..t. '-' · ...' '- 1
J L..&. .(.v\ •""~ · C ..&. .t.1.~t.v J..l•} • l .. i.;:··· 

Sllnll ... l, ~1n ,,-n i·r>t.•t~I"l J.:ll u- lll' C1L'l''' l1'-l·-1-'-:1 ·11 ; L1":' I.,, ... , .. , ... ,.ji' '1'f'··"' .. :. ·-v ' \' Ji V f\.J ..J (. l. I J.,) vl L.o.-J.a. .a IJ ,J.,._, _ _.,_., ;J '->-Jl-...,, 

tl.011 "' tl'"Jll +}1c -·10· 1-''I' of ~-Iir• ·Lc,,·~·· 1 ·,·1 ,.~ .. , ;;., .,.,.,,,!)"·~··L1 t'i -1-11'• "'-'·-..... .) l'' I! 1 "t•L IJ .J. ·uL.i..J.LC.!.'--1..~ ... ,: ....... .a. ...,
0

, __ ..a.. t ' vf V 1)~•.1.; 

j cc t of in tcrual im pro1·emel1 ts. 
'i,l"·· l' 1'·'"'"l' t c-y .. +01-n ,, •. ,,, "<lo·1tc'l ·ri'te" 1 ""-'-1~'"'" ' 1 .;:1'1·n·"·1 -1-~,,,1 .l._. .a..'·i ....... J._ l •.JJi:JL...,.. '°"''' ,1 ... J..l \. '·-· !. .,;_i_..1,.1.L 1~.tlv -..t..\ ... ;. ~'--.ll."''-'..l•~J..' 

l b t • f' ' I 'l L 0 
' (' ' ' .. ,.ll °C'"'l"' to 0' <;',•'\ '<.:·'"'P".Q"~· ··o 1'·>(• ,··;·L"' 'JTI'""l)I"~- .. - ' .. Oll" C' r·,_. C\14 iJ ..._J..1.,1... ~-'-"' .1. ....... J...\.U'-"l: . .a.J " i..i.1_ t.,,, .. 1 . ..,v .... j· .-•J -'1. .l ... ~11. 

to 1J,, f. .. , ... ,.i J.1 .... + t· 11--· 'JI''""' '11" '1111·,.- ···1· .,, 1 .:. -,. ... : "" ·)f t1·e i·" · · v..i.'.. ... ·t..\ .... \..tt.Ja. .. 'wt1 lUl ._,)C 0 ~ ..... 1.,t:1L,,:"'l:-_,\_\.l~.:-i·1t..o .. L!..tU~ ... t _.,;._ .... ~:i .... 

, ' · 11 t J • ,.. , . r.:-•v ·1·, .... , .. ,,- \"1 1··1'"•\'1"" , .... ,,n •· , ..... :·l-. 1 ·r"·1 ·1•t-:'"'<:! ·1·t··Y··n 1'' 01 ;_. .•. ,.~ - L - " .l .. ~ • • .... ~- lJ • . J.. ..l' \.,1 \...• J ~ '' \.., ~ ... l .L "-· ... ~ ·~. ·' .J. .J • 1 · l -i .... '""'•J' '-' . • .... l ... I I.. 1'. I ! l ~~ 

of s1:1·1i ''.i··· :- ... 1.1-.(·o;. ·1·· 111""·"' . .., 11· ... ,,l,. lJ··,~1"1 l'·",,.c"c:l ~11l-t) ~ .- J V - • ....... .I.. f ..., u,) t. .~.. .....:.;.i ~ ._, t.·• .- ._ .._t \. "I _. _ .1 _ 1 .... L J.. _,... ..t. lJ • • 

" 
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requires n. company to have twenty-five miles graded, in ad­

V<\nce of that which has been completed, before it is entitled 

to a lon.n np0n any section of completed road, though this 

provision is believed to be the best security the State has for 

th.e re-payment of the loan, since no road can be completed 

~nd e<p1ipped, twenty-five miles in length, with an additional 
t~'lenty-five miles graded, at a cost (If much less than t.hr£'e 

hundred and sixty thommnd dollars in actual money; and such 

an amount cn.nnot be raised and inYe.sted in a railroad, at any 

p·)l~1t in tJ10 State, where there is not a certain prospect of cb­

h\j11ing snfifoicnt business to make the roacl undoubted secn­

:·q ty for n. lonn of one hnndrcd and fifty thousand dollars. 

·\Vhile it ~s not thought udYisable to change this provision 
' t.k.•re would eeem to be no good reason why a company Hrnt 

lrn:~ received n. loan upon twenty-five miles of completed, and 

tw.._.nty-nve miles of gra<led ro:H1: should not receive a fnrther 

l:i~m upon each additional section of five or ten miles that it 
:::ray complete, without being required to make any ac~ditionnl 

f.:nulc in atlva.ncc. 

Such of um· railroad companies as have inYestctl any con­

si.Jeruble :i.n:10'...1nt in their roa1.fo, 1ut have failed to comply 

with all the reqnirc111ents of their charter, or of our laws, for 

the cncoura:;emcnt of their construction, in regard to tirnr, 

:.;;hou.ld be a.llo\ved a reasonable extension in all cases, where 

they a;:e not possc8scd of powers und privileges which arc not 

given to aU other companies. But ·where they are possessed 

of ;.;,uch jHi\'>~en~ a.nd privileges, an extension should be grantetl 

m11~- on eon<lition that the company consents to such restri.c-­
tions of its po\vers and privileges as experience has sho\vn to 
h~ nccc~srGv for the IJrotcction of the riO'hts and interests of 

~ 0 

the. StaV: or any of its citizens. 
Jt is mnch to be regretted that we did not nt first., adopt 
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the principle of grau ting to all our rn.iiron.d companies, similar 

1,owei·s and privileges; if we had, there never wonld liave been 

any inducement for besetting the Lcgi.BlatiYc halls with n1}­
plications for extraordinary favors. 

lf we woultl n°'v remove this inducement we ought, ais 
early us JJ.OSsible, to bring all railroad charters to the same 

ntamlard ; thil!l we can easily uo, as companies apply for relief; 

for there nre fow: if any, that will not l'equire it. 
Before dismissing the subject of railroads, I wish to cn.11 

roar attention specially, to the 12th section of the "act to 

encourage the co~1struction of railroads in Texas, by donations 

of land" by which those roadR whose terminus is on the Gnlf 

coast, th~ Buys thereof, or on l}Jffalo Bayou, are subjected to a 

proYision, that requires the construction of twenty-five mil~ 

of their road, within two years after the passage of their char­

ter, an<l. twenty-five miles each year thereafter. No good ren­
iOO can be assigned why these roads should be auhj1:ct to such 

a- provision, when all other roadH in the State are exempt from 

it; it ha.s hitherto caused them much inconvenience and cm­

barrasmcnt, and will continue greatly to retard their progrcE-s. 

The reports of the Directors, Supcrinternlcnt, I•'inanci3.l 
Acrent ancl Phvsician of the St~itc Penitentiary are here,vith 

0 " • 

1.mbmittctl for your consiucrn.tion. Its affairs appear to haYe 

been well mana.ged. For something over a yenr, n lnrge 1>01'­

tion of the convicts have been employed in the nmmrfoctm·e 

of cotton and woollen goods, whirh hu.ve found a n'noy wk 
and the results are highly enconraging. It is confidently e~­

pectcc.l, by the officers, that the Penitentiary will hereafter be 
able, with the Ia.hor of the convicts, not only to support itself, 

but t<i yield some profit to the State, insteml of requiriDi 

an annual appropriation of about twenty thous-and dolla~. 
f" OU will find in thcsJ t·cports roach useful information iu 
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rc~gu.rcl to iJ5 ma.iw,gement, aml mnny suggestions ancl rccom 
mcndations worthy of your attention. 

~I.1ho Penal Code adoptoc.1 Ly the hi.st Lcgisfatnra, h:1s 1101\ 

been in force nc:irly .a year; and its practical operation h~s 
s!wwn s1)mo o:niRsions that should be supplicJ, anJ s.ome iln· 

perfections t1rnt shon1d be amcrn1ct1. Tho general principks 
n poa which it was frn,mcd arc such as shou ltl commoncl them· 
Helves to pnbli·:? favor. It contlin:-; within a smfLll compas8 
.... Ilc··l ; •. , :[·•tn11i(ri~,J'l(~ l"'""'ll'·"''•''-' Sll;'-n.u.1 1·0 t11e· 001nn1··c111H;o~·1·()'""1 0·1f.'+l1·· !.'..t; · JJ..t. .._ ..L '-· .0 v '1.~l.:.(') 1,,.\..'(')V' .L\..'U l!\ 11 \J .&.. .J.. ...... .L.t.1_• .L..1. lJ \... 

most ordinary capacity, the whole criminal law of tho Stab:. 
I am nippris·2d that it has not escaped severJ censure; but it 
will be fi.YL-:.nd that thoso ·who h::ive cJrnlcmned it the most, an.~ 

often those \Vho lv.11·u not thorou:;hly studied its provisions, n~iil 

that many parts of it, which ar0 a. snl>jcct of complaint, r,:;·.~ 

but the re-enactment of provi~1iuns of the cornwon law, th:lt 

wei·e iu force hero when the Cocle W•ts acloptelt 
The most :3alti.tary cluingcs in the law· often nrnct with op­

position, until the commuuity, for whom they arc dcsignl!t1, 

become accustomed to their ori:.:ration ; and it is believed th:~ t 
]f this Code had been triccl fur two ycnrs, instGrt<l of one, very 
few, if any, could be found to favor its rcpeaL 

1l,l1c report of the Attorney Genernl which is suLmittul 

iierc'-s-ith, coutains many va1u1tble suggestions in relation to tl1. 1
} 

Pe11i.l Gode ~~nJ. the Colle of Criminn.l Procedure, vrhich an' 

commehded to your :favorable consiclcration. 

'11he reports of the pres on t and former Commissioner c. f 
Clt1ims, will bo presented to yuu in a few days, \dth a s1:io~i;1i 

message in regard to the op~rations of that office, arnl s·Gch 
c:1ange:3 n.s expericnco has iShown to be neccssu,ry in the fa\f 

gcrrerning it.s business. 

It <lov0h-es upon yon, at your i)rescnt session, to make prn~ 
·dsion for an cnumer?,tion of the froe inhabitants r..n.\.l 



33 

cleoto~5 (if the State, under the pro1·isions of the 29th Section 
uf tla.e 3rd Article of the Corn;titntion, preparatory to a ne1v ap-

portionment uf Se11ators and Represcntati\'e~, to be made at the 

};t\Cceed~ng session. If you were to n'<1nire this enumeration 
t{) lJc r:Htdc; lJy the Assessor anrl Co1kctor of each County, at 
the ~n.me time, that he takes the census of our sd10lastic 
i1n11nbti•Jl1: it would <Hid but little to his lalJor and con1<1 bt~ 
tlt1ne f.1r n. 8ill<l1l nc.lclitiond cornpC"nsation. 

In nhtking cn,ch of nnr former <tpportiunmcnts, the :i11habi­
ta11 t~ ;u1tl dl'ctors of many ctnmt1{'~', from which no enm11crn­
tion ht1d b<~cn retunu;(l. had to lie estimatec.1 from the best data I 

that co~dcl be obtn,jnci1T. 'l\.> prc,·cnt a rccmTcnce of this incon­
venience: such a pc-un1ty for a failure to perform tho dutyi 
~h<1ilhl lJe impm;ctl npon tho~e intnrntcd \Yith it, ::is ·will in:-;nre 
u 11ru1~1pt return from eYery couuty jn the State. 

I W'•nltl su.'.;gcst the }ll\)pri 1/~.y of reqniring the Assessors 
nnt'l C-Jllectors, while 11w.king th is eimrnc•ration, to obtain al-> 
ncclli':.~t.J · i:1fui'mati 1Jn ati pus::;ihk, i11 rcganl to the quantily of 
larnl in cnlti'l·ati,m, a.ml the Ya}nc ot'oul' n.griculturnl, nwch:'un­
icnl and ma11nfac:trn·iil:; prodnct1.Jns, for the preceding ycn.r 
In thi" way, \vithcnr. ·mnch cxpcn~a!, nt.lnn.hlc information 
ccinhl bt:J ldJtaine<l: ·whicli ·w<rn1cl be Li~~·ltly mcfr1l, not only to 
uur l•Wll citizens, hut tu thu~c- of odict· States a.ml Conntriu.; 
whn 'tr" llcr:iirous of s"l"c"in·" q 111irw 't"'1o·n·,· 11r· · '- - • "- ,.., I. v (<./ 1L'-- .-1 ... (. l...:__.. '-..., , •°'• 

r[' ' t t t · f' l 1 f' ' 1 . H:.' :.i.. -cm t(in o yi)n:· p1\ .. 'C,CC<':;::;,ws t:1s requcnttS· u~cn di-
ru1.:te1l t-.J tho i1wl)uiTtnl>-· ui h,.,·i:1 ,. n Gcul1)•rical f:!urn'V of (.:) 0 _,. "" 

th2 St,lt•J. Public: u11inion dcnrn,nds that this mcasi.Ee shall 
no 1un_:;cr lH..· Lklaycd. 

r.L' · 1 t t · t1 · l .. i • · • l b .n·.~ amen( men u -.~e :ms~1 ~ut1un, proposec y the fast 

Legi::ilatHi'l', l>y which the Gon:rnur wus to Le authorized tp 
make L'mpur1H_:; app11int111cnb; to fill ntcancics in the offic(:s 
of tT11,}.·7:J (Jf the f:::n1n\·nh~ an1..l Dis~rict C1)nrt;:;: AttClrncy Gcn-

-:.i 



34 

eral, District Attorney, Com1)troller of Public Accounts, Trcas­

ure1· of the State, and Commissioner of the Land Office, un61 

they could be filled by the people at a general election, was 

published and submitted to the electors at the last August 

election, in accordance with the requirements of the Constitn­

tion. But I regret to inform you that it was lost hy the fail­

ure of a large number of electors to vote upon it. 
You are aware that to adopt an amendment to the Consti­

tution, it must receive a majority of the votes of those who 

vote for Representatives. The entire vote given for Rcpre 

sentatives, at the late election, so far as it can be ascertained, 

from the returns made to the Secretary of State, was 48,700, 

several counties havil}g failed to make any return of the votes 

for Representatives ; only 29,858 of that number voted on the 

amendment, of whom 18,756 votell for, and 11,102 ngaiuat it. 

So that, including those who Yotetl against it with those who 

failed to vote, 29,944 must be counted as against the amend-

ment, while but 18,756 voted for it. 

The result of the vote upon this i;alutary amendment, 

against which no reasonable objection could be offered, and 

against which no strong opposition was manifested, shows 

that, owing to the indifference with which a great number of 

our elect0rs treat such questions, it will be exceedingly diffi ... 

cult ever to aJopt an amendment to the Constitution, strictly 

in accordance with its provisions, however desfrable it may be, 

and has deterred me from recommending for your considera­

tion any of those amendments heretofore urged upon your 

predecessors. 

This result also induces me to suggest the propriety of your 

causing the opinion of the electors of this State to be taken at 

the next August election, whether a convention should be 

called to amend the Constitution. 
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"The situation of the Sttlte has chu.ngetl ~.;o mtiteri<tlly since 

<ntr Clmstitntion 'vas framed; thiLt in many import<mt partict1-

fo.r~, it rNp1ire:-i rn,dictd ·amendments t< 1 nllnpt it to our present 

t 'I1 hcn we had but thirty-~!x conntil'R, and -0nlv about 
wa.n s. - , J 

rmc hundred and fifty thonsnnd inhabitci..nts-11ow we lrnve one 

hundred uml ::;ix.teen C(Jllnties, 1.< th il p1)pubtion 1:if more than 

ltn.lf a millio!1: scr;.ttcred O\'t.n" ncc.irly three times the extent of 

r~oHntry they then occnpieLl. G-rc;d.er changes haYe occurred 

hen', in a period of twch·e year~:; than i.'.\.sually ho..ppcn du.ring 

fcvcnd gerlC'l'itti1;n;; in ol<ler comrnunitir.!s, ·where it is found 

'.l·_;ce~:-mry for •.:n.ch snccc.eclin3 gcnc:rntiou to i·cvio:.e their Consti­

tn tinn. 

Y(;u will roceirc, hcrcwit.11, a cu,_~"iY of thv proceedings of the 

G.Jvcrnor, Sta.to Engineer and Comptroller, in discharge of 

'.he 1lnty imposed on them, 1.lf making an n.pportionm~nt of 

dw npproprirttion for the impz'<JW·rnent of the navigation of the 

-rh·crn a111l other navigable wnkr•:; of the State. This paper 

!•11nt:l.lllS :\ -.;t:t.tc1nent of the air.cunt uf th·~ fund t.hat was a!S­

a!JltL·•l to each. n.niga.l1le sL:·e.am or Bay, for \Yhich private 

i-:uht:criptions were rnn,t.le <!HU return::~d within the time limited 

hy the law. 

A foll and dctc1ilcd report of the '1perntions of the State Eu­

gi1wer is cxpccte:.:1 in n. fow day~. whic-h will be laid before you 

with a. report of the nets aud pr1Jcc~idings of th'J Executiv~ in 

rdat.ion to the fuml. 

Your attentivi1 is invited to tile proprit:ty of making n, 

chan;;e in the :fl.sea.I year, i:;o as to have it end on the 31st day 

i:•f Au~u.st. It nmY emb on the 30th da.y of October., and it is 

impo::;:sible for the repcrts of tbc Comptroller, Treasurer and 

Commissioner of the Gcmeml Laud Officer, to be made out 

and transmitted to the Lcgfaht.ure, until it has b::cn somc­

~;mc b session. 'rhcc{:inseque.:nce i!7: th1:y are net t~':u~.ny print-



1 • I-~ r •' i- 'L -1- • 1. !' t} i ·· .!> 4- T. ec 1n .Jmt· 1tA' cus.nunt:Ic.n, 1Je1orc ic atJ<Y:..1n1mcih LU1re-s: 
plac~. 

The hu~inesr) of the IJcgis1aturo m.ight be greatly focilitf~trcl 
h;~ th•,; passage of a k~w, rcqnirirrg all Publi1..: Omc.ei: . .;, Doan1s 
arnl Institutious, '"·hmm duty it is to report to the I ... egisbture 
(ll' (J • ..1v0rnur,. to indudc in such re1)orts, an tntmktctiuu::;. for the 

year en€1.irnr. on the :31st Glti:Y of A~t!'.!.Ttf.t, and tmmm1it t1.J.Crn to •. v ~ (._l 

the Secl'ctary of &tute on or befo11c tho lt>t dn.y of Octobcr1 

\;:h©.so •1uty· it :should Ul~ to ~Hi,·e them priiltL•(l <lP.1(1 laid 1-Jl'f'ore 
tii,e Legji-i1nture at the G@mmc1.,iccnK'nt ~)f the scssi1.1n. A 
siluifar yrndicc is found to \\\.irk wdl in 1ilrn.11y of thi~· States. 

'r11e :State ought to be abk, :.i,t u11 time~, to .11npp]y its of:H-­
cu•:ii with all it::; statutory laffs. This it has been unnb:k~ to ilo 
ii..•r s·,:;:ne yen rs past, m-vii1g to the fact, that th.ose of the fi:::;;t ancl 
H'c0ntl Le.~-i.:::b turcs am l of ~;cv1,ral scsi:;iurn;. of. th.'f CuEc-rnss of. 

•1..1 t.• 

the 11 .. cpHbli.c nre c1ati.1;el;y uut uf print. l?ro-r::.i:0ion sLvnJd be 
mad.e for a 1;1.:p1·int of all the general laws both of th~ B.epuh,... 
lie: and State, and the edition ::ilwnhl ue snffo:.:ieutlr larue to 

~ .... 
~":.l.i)l)ly our futnre \YCi.nt.s .. 

:iUea:·W,i.'CS- h.1ve iK'l'll t:-W;:cn for the Ct>rarncnccrncnt of n: 

LilJn'.;·y for ihe Sbitc; a faw nf the bst Legislahnm h&ring ap-
1•n)kn·i,_l..i:C{'.l .fi.v·c th,ow:r:u.vl dolhr::; fur that oliject, to l1e e:ipvrnlecl 

e:m.3 lu.s b:~cn tuh12n to uHll:r all g.u1;h as 1l1ight 19c -:.l::lid\tl, to· 
tLc L.:6i~:Liture ancl thG:-;c cng;~gecl in the 1°J::hcr dep:i.rtrncnts 
of th«~ o·i;y,rc:tnnncnt. Some- of ~he hooks hay;:. b~e:1 recc-iYt:ll •:":> 

.. l · ·11 - 1 ' • · 1 ,, I 1 ' . ~-:~li 11! 1c1·s \\ ·s prolio.u1y ~~1Tn·1.: ueroro t 1c c ose u:f ,::our ;;;c[~s1011. 
"- • • ., , 1 • l Q f' . 1 I ·1 ..-:>.11 ;1.ppr11pnat10n i\'Ll. 1l~~ reqrnrcc Jlw 1ttrng up t ir _1.1 m;t:·r 

r~·c·m, ~tn(l lll'O\·(sion t5ltouT: also 1Jc nu.de f;.:r n. LiL·r.:niun .. 
0111· fr.:mticr counties- h:~:;e not [1een entirely C2':ernpt frorn 

Ir:.diau 1h~pr~·llatio1a·s clm·!n.::;· tl1c p;u;;t two years, thongh :;ndl 

c-cc·nr1·cn._~c.3 hr.Ye not hcC'u as frccptent a11. nt form.er pedotl.&. 



Uvti. )Iaj.. Gen. ·r.rwigg~, who is 111.rw in c01mrn1Ill1 fJi tl1i, Dc­
imrtment, hns done crcry thfrJg i'a hi;-; power to t:in) entire 
Jiroter.!t.i1.m to our ci t1zens ; but 1 he fore".'.. under 11 ~~ comm awl 
is ah1)gethcr too limited. I :nn a:.;:mrcd that he has nh.~·ady 
~ipvlied for sn.d1 an inC'i·case nf force ns \rill ~Jc a1k1prnt,~· t .. l 
tlrnt ulij~~d, and th,tt if irn triiop; fru~n oth~r Dt~partmcnt:~ e:n1 
ue :;ent he-~·c, h·~ i::; de.;;irout: that <:. regiment of ltH.rlmtecl l"'..lcn. 

from thiH Stl-1.te :-;hn.Jl be cnUcd j·nto :-:crviec fnr <·:nc er tw1) 
_yca.r,.-;, and w:n t_)n: }Ji:.-; co-oper1.:tint'l. in ubt:lining the srn:•.:tiurt 
uf' C1mgrl':ss to imd1 n. rnc?.::Jlll'e. 

Thi~ recent ou7ragcs -committed npon pcT::;n~1::i '('n:;·agell 111 
tran~portjng Jlerclrnmli·.~e c1n the Im1Jlic11i;;hwny, in some of 
1mr \Vestcrn conutics, as well as the ll1L'w;nreR H\lupt<..'d l1y th;' 
1~x•.1cn ti Ye to pre Yen t a rec:u rrcrn:e of th ern, ..,~·ill l:e made tho 
~nl)ject of n ·r;pcr~·ial Me.·s:mge, th:.tt \:.;ill h:i se:et in at <'411 e:uly 
1lay of the Scsl':iion. 

(hu rdatiPns with the FcdernJ Go,·c:·nmcnt, nrnl with th13 
<lifft•rcnt Stntc-s co~npnxint; it, •~ro n. f;!l1:ject of deep anxiety t•) 
~,-cry pnfriot. The rapitl::;trii.lei:; 1:1ade in the Lu-t il.·w year:::, 1 y 
a p.~rty 11~ th~ 0:"orthurn State~, or~nniz~cl with the n.n·r~Ye•l 
nh}~c~ (I±' emknvoring to dfect 1hu abolition of sl:n·ery n:.:; it 
unw exi:;ts iu fift~cn Statesawl::W!lH} of th!' tcrrituri1.'~, ha~ very 
j ~l~l-.fy cxcikd f'cl~rs i(lr the pl'rpctuif-y ()f the F niun. Such mo\·e­
ment:"; tend. iH0Yit::.Uy to dL·drtJy that lw,rr;:ony which shoul..l 
('xi:;t betw·2c11 cliffi:re11t r~m·t,.; ,_.f tl1e ~n.me nati1:n, :md c:an:l1j~ 

fail, if pcrs;.~Ycrcd in, to p1·0clucc the most dbastrG11:; result~. 
ThL' p•:nple .of 'l1c:rn!3 arc nttnch1.11.l t<) tlic!r <1<;~11e,':itlL' institn­
tions ; they ~u;k ncthiug' for them, from the '.Fed'.::l'al Go"V"crn­
mt'nt, lint tho~;c rights gn:u·~'..nteeil by the C•.1n~titution_. :-~rnl 
,1nv infringement of these rights ·will ncycr lw .-.nlJmittc-d to. 

rrhe threatening nPpcct this snli.J·.:ct a;:.$.nmct1 during the last 
y(:.-u-, lm" ly..>cn ch:m::;•:·d f1;r th0 p;·i:~:r:at, 1iy the :-...:::·~:lt of the 



late PreBidcntiaI election. 'Ve have CYery reason to e::>::pc-ct· 
that clurin;; the continuance of the adlllinistratil)n of our pre .. 

sent Chief )iag:strate, the rights of the South will recc.in:­

thn.t pr<}tcction guarantcc<l Ly the Con::;titutio11, sine~ his poli­

cy, thus far, as indicated by his official actsJ conforms to the 

principh.·~ upt)ll which he was elected. 

\Ve lrnxe been c111lcd7 duriug- the IHli~.;t year, to mourn the 

death of ~e\·\.:ral citlzens holJ.iug important -~fficia.l stations. 

I allude to Judge \Vebb of the 14th J udicin1 District7 Judge 

Lipsco1nh c1f the Snp1erne Court, and Gen. Rusk, one of our 

Senators i:i the Cungre-ss of the U nitecl States. 

The two former had occupi•cu hjgh jndjcial station:;; hcfure­

thcir remurnl to th~s c·ountry. 'rhc-y participnted la.rg'e1y in 
th1: pnhlit: n.tfairs of both the 11epul>lic and State of Tex.a:::r 

and enjoyed a high dc.•gree of public confi1lc~nce. Both werl.'· 

ta.ken from u.s in the midst of their usefu1n.'..:ss while actiYcly 
engaged in th(·ir jndici<tl duties. '11 heir Yirtues and tL[·ir pub­

lic 8erviees wiH eyer keep tl1cm in grateful remcmhrancc. 

Gen. Ru:;k had been nn important actor in all the promi­

nent scene:-; of the eYcntful history of onr Republic. Often 

en.Bed to places of high trust in the field and in her councils, 

he proved hirnself eqnal to C7cry emergency. vVhcn called 

to a more extencletl field of nHefulnem.;, he e~tal>li::;hedfor him-· 

self a re1mtation in the conncils of the natiuu that placed him 

in the first rank of ~tatc;smeu~ nml rdlectecl lu~.trc upon the 

State to whusc service his life had been devote-cl. 

:My connection with yon, as a co-orJinatc llep::irtmcnt of the­
go\""ernment~ must nccessi:tri1y cea:;e lJeforc much of the im­

portant bn:-.iness of your ses8ion will have been matured ; but 

during the f.'hort period of our association, it will give mc­

vlea.snre to C·.J-O·perate \Yith JOU in all mca.snrcs of ll'gisla.tif•u 
that the welfare of our citi'le:1.s may- dcmn.11d.. 
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'l'ht present situation of our State is well calculated to ex­

cite the most flattering hopes in regard to its future destiny, 

und I scarce need add, that it imposes a high individual re­

eponaibility upon those who arc intrusted with the direction 

. f ita public affairs. It is my ardent prayer that we may, un­
~cr the favor of Providence, be alJle to acquit ourselves of that 

responsibility, in such a manner as will meet the approval of 

our mutual constituents. 
I cannot close this communication, the last of the kind I 

ahnll have the honor to make, without tendering, through you, 
to the people of Texas, my sincere. gratitude for the many ev­

idencet I have received of their conficfonce, and for the uniform 

indulgence they have extended to my official acts. In retiring 

from the responsible station with which they haYe twice hon­

ored me, the only regret I shall feel, will be, that I hn<.l not 

the power to serre them as well as my inclination prompted, 

E. M. PEASE. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTME~T, Nov. 2, 1857. 

A message wa~ received from the House informing the Sen­
ate that the Hou~e had concurred in the Senate's resolution 
to go inti) the election of Public Printer, and to open and 
compai·e the votes for Governor and Lieut-Governor at half­
past 11 o'clock on this day. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the Senate took a recess of ten 
minutes. 

At the expira.tion of the timP, the Senate was called to or­
der, and proceeded to the Hall of the House of Representa­
tives fhr the purpose of electing a Public printer, and count­
ing the votes for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 

The Speaker announced that the two Houses had convened 
for the purrose of electing a Public Printer, and counting the 
votes for Governor and Lt. Governor. 

Nominations bei.ng in order: 
Mr. Lott nomin1 ted Mr. John M~rshall on the part of the 

Sl·nate. 



40 

There bein•:r no other no:minations--thc i~.11Jo,.·\·in,cr S('natcrs .. 0 ,_, 

voted £or John :Mars} t<:1ll: 

llie::.;s1Ts. Britton, Bnrrongl1~;: C.:.Llv.·d], Enth, Fali, G~·,1-
ham, Guinn, Herbert, H,pfo, Lott, :McCnlloc]1, Martin, ifav­
erick, Paschal, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scnrhllrongh, Rhq1ard, 
Taylor of Cass, 'I1aylur of Huw.:;ton, rrrnit aud \Valker--:2:3. 

Mr. Grimes voted for Baker & lluot. 
On the part of the H1Jns~, l\fr. !fon;lrnll rcccfrccl G-1 Yute'1; 

13aker & Root fiv·'-~ votes; sea ttcring two Yotcs. 
Mr. Marshull 1rnYin;;r rnceivccl a nrn.1'oritv uf tho vote~ rn:;;t, 

U I ~ 

i,nts declared by the Speaker, duly ekcteJ. Public Printc. 
The two Houses next proceeded to open nud cornlK'~·c.· :hv 

votes for Governor and Licutcrnmt-Gon>.rnor. 
~'.Ir. Graham 'vas appointed teller on the part of the 8·~natc, 

and :Aics:~i-ti. Ktitrdl and Hr:.incy on thu part uf the House. 
On ccunting and en.sting up the vote, the ref;ult was ~--~ ;;.; 

shO\vn in the fnU.)w1ng table: 



COU:S-TI i::S. 

lkxns -
J1Jf,<}UC 

B .. nvic -
Brazoria 
I.J ['''? ')'-' -J c. .... ,~ ,-) 

Br1..)\VU -

Burleson 
Burnet -
C\t.lLl Y1\Jl 
( ':tlhona 
Ca:nerun 

(' h.crokcc - - -
Cullin - -
l'.ulundo 
(\mrn.l -
C )ll1t1'11ChC 

Ellit; - -

l,' l'·•'+"h !. ..... t\.o \., 

Fdb 

41 

For Gou:nwr. 

415 
2'.J7 
~l::.: '7 
104 
262 
:34~) 

7:3 
12 

2!10 
1:30 
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18:3 
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5'37 
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4G0 
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31:3 
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1:26 
1G7 
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2-1-1 
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113 

24}~ 
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58 
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3:38 
104 
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82-1 
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167 
37 
40 

100 
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404 
192 
178 
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1•1 
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21-1 
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·I 
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2:JG 
tl ·J-:) 
l/I' I. 

11:3 
:2-10 
384: 

[j;) 

lG 
29:2 
1-±0 
i) --,") ;) I 

68 l 
:>SO 
~;};) 

48:2. 
:3:21 
:HS 

7D 
1 TL 
137 
r·stJ" ,) . 
2:3:3 
:30J 
:3:3:2 
804 

41 
J l-± 

Si~:f) 

.194 
4GD .. , ,, 

._; .) 

()7 
21) 

1.'}7 

315 
41 

'.!4 
71 
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7()3 
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;3;3 

f) 

70 
I:! G 
:-118 
1:37 
24 

l r· 
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. --·-----------:....:::=-=:::--=::-_:=:.-=-.--===--======-::=::-=:=-:· ____________ -----. =-======--
Ff!,nnin I 439 221 459 150 4'. - - - -1 
Fayette - - -

=i 

601 467 580 4~j4 

F • ... it Bend - •;1 ·) 126 221 105 - -
Fl"t·c::;tone 3'1<' 225 342 22() 

-I 
.. ) ) 

c; alw1.:;ton 451 180 476 181 2 
(;.dk:~:iie :256 31 276 '") 

=1 

·=> .. 
12G 150 12G 4 · · r i 152 t"'J mt -

G·m;r.JJes 479 390 491 3.:19 28 ~-

f ~LLn-:on - - -
" 

492 301 468 318 
Grimes - - - - 287 354 283 355 
Guad:dupe - B54 25:3 •::i,•4 v"t 70 182 
Jhrr]s - - ('~,-h ..• j 474 728 4:35 
Harris·:m - - - 601 r:-6 ;);) 601 5G') • •J 

Hays _, 86 129 85 130 .-) - I "" 
H1.'.1HlL~l"S(l!1 - -

=1 

289 145 296 130 
Hi dal:.r~) - - - 210 3 220 
I-till ~ . ·- - - 120 171 118 168 
Hophn• 

=1 600 348 5V3 251 10 - . \._ ... _t) 

l-I·)m;ton - - 4•).·1 313 445 275 -, ..:.J...:..i 

Hunt - - - ')RG 257 382 lilO 61 -I ,_)C 

.Jack- - - - -1 26 32 26 26 5 
;J {\ckson - i 74 115 86 02 -1 

J;-:i.:.;per I 2u; 161 23:3 l'.),.... - - - -
·.J ' 

.J :_:fferson - - - 95 97 92 52 
~.l .:.hnson - - - 149 203 171 90 4•") ..., 

h,trnes - - - -1 l:~l 14:3 147 50 58 
Kilufrnan I 249 219 252 195 - -

=i 
.K~~TT- 3') 20 36 12 1 - . .) 

.. Kinne·.- -
r ,~unm: I 63'2 343 63G 304 - -
Lum1m:::as -
l ;;1.vaca - - - - 3:36 216 3G8 116 34 
l ;:'. •Il - - - -i ;3()5 355 345 377 
I : 11er+,. 25D 176 261 17:3 1 . l I . l· ,. - - - -i 

I I timcRt.one - -
=1 

35] 103 :350 Hl5 
J.i·n~ Oak GS I 64 ()7 36 2.8 
I , 70 I 23 62 7 .iano - - - -, 
~foCu1loch - -
?tfoL<mnan - - -! 260 291 269 282 
Madison _j t-:"•3 157 65 160 - - ' . 
:M,i.lag:orda 

i 
148 12 146 7 -

l\l q Yf'"i C 1r ! 
-~ ·" _.l ... J.""\. - - -; 
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------ --- --- -

}iedina - -
=' 

125 46 131 2:3 9 
:Milam - - - 213 256 213 257 
Mon t.gomery 161 290 170 277 
N i\Cogdoches 441 592 4541 5i)7 

311 380 285 .-.GI Navarro- - - - ,) 

Newt.on - _j 130 128 127 ' 11 l. 
Nueces - -I 247 120 2G:) :i1j 2 
Orange - -l 55 llG' 72 70 26 
Pc.tb Pinto - I 47 34 ()0 10 5 
Panola. - - - - 4{)9 243 4u:2 ! 2l5 I 

Parker - - 13~) 387 22D 
I 

184 33 
-Polk- I 361 110 :3G4 102 - -1 
Presidio - -, 
Red Rivrr - - -1 398 3:27 410 305 
Refugio - - - ] 108 59 141 12 5 
Hobertson - - 162 199 150 191 
Rusk - - - _I 1,009 748 1,034 711 

I Snbinc - - - -1 66 199 63 180 l 
San Augustine - _I 162 194 172 180 
s~m Patricio - -I 3~ 15 35 () 9 
Sa.n 81.th~t _; ·3-- 39 37 40 - - ; ' 
Shelby - - - - 20;3 378 219 357 
Smith - - - - 828 558 8:30 54,4 
Starr - - - - 358 75 3()1 68 
Tarrant - - - - 317 335 374 lDG 61 
'I' i tll':; - - - - 509 415 503 416 
Tn:wis - - - - 458 4!J8 ;)09 487 
Trinity - - - ] 234 170 214 L>O 
Trler - 304 141 349 {).9 
T!°pshnr - - -

=I 
[jf)3 345 GOO :J4:7 

L valdc - - - 2;} 32 24 9 ');) ...,...,, 

Yan Za.ndt - - - 2R;) '-..., 11~} 283 !;5 
Victoria- - - - 190 108 187 1013 1 
\V;tlker - - - - 3;)() 390 .-..-3 

;) '. .-,,....7 
,) ' 

\Yashington 643 548 687 488 
\_\:""ebb - - 344 8 353 
\Vise 59 137 74 89 3 
\Vha.rhm - - - ];)4 19 158 6 
\\-ill iamson 289 2!)3 301 194 64 
\Yood - - - -
Young - - - - 4;) 20 48 17 

'JOTAL - - I 
-"l 12 5:J~ •J3 G~s -33 ~11Tl~5o3f)' 

t :"". -' - ' .... • :· • - • ;' a -878 
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Fi·r:rn wLich it i8 fKCn tliat 1L1rdin R. Rn11nc1s rcceiYed. tLirty­
t W1) thousand ii. VC' hntLln:<l. n.rnl tifty-two v<1ks, a.nd s~~.rn. Hous­
ton h>'enty-three t11umur!.cl six lmndrecl ::rn·.l twenty-cigi-.t vutes 
for Gn\'en1·)r; aud f.r Lieutc:n:~n'.-GuYernnr, FntEC~~ it, Lub­
l1uck nicciv~'...l thirty-tltl\?e tho1.1~1 crnd three hmHhcd awl s:n".;nty • 
ni1L} vote~;; ~Tess(:' Cii·::ncs twcn Y-: housand tlrn:'.~ L u:dn d 
and <~ightcu1 vofl·;..;_; Fr(·neh H:nith\.:ight hnnllred :~1~cl ;-:1>:;·,c11ty­
efrcli t voks, arnl se;1 t.-Le~:ii:P:." th1r: \·-scvc·n YUtes. 
~ 0 • 

1\fr. Itm:ncl:..; hc:v:11g l\~eei\·elt die 1:ut;c:-:.t mrn1Ler nE votes 
-''1"' (·~' l' 7"'"110l' "'l1l l\lf1-:· T i1l1l)''"'",'f- ~-1,c 1~ 1·o·r,c.;t '"!1"1Y'b""' ~·,." I 1' "'11-.i ,J J'I\ \ .._ • ... ) l.lJ. \L J....f .... ..JJ, .. \./\...ii.. .JJ. d .... bl_,1 l ... .._l LL CJ.. ...__.J.. ~ '-

tcn:n1t Govc:rn~lr, w.._·re tlccb.r1 1cl 1lV the: 81JCd:.cr du~1.· (;}.;ci.t:d 
( .._. I I . ( ; . . i l ' f' ,..,, .J·uYCi'lli.>l' «JH. • ..irnutcrn;,nt-c<C\lTTlii':.· o 11e ~tatc Ll. _;;.-.;;:,:.::. 

' . 
:rnL~ ~ :: !Lut1on 'l,l1

(' ~<'ll'lt'l., ~·11"'11 "":\ 1 1·~) 1 '\l .L··.;) tl1l';l. l'1·1·1l"t·ll'Cl' 1..,. r.J- 'lr., I.•·'· ., ... , l•L-\_..... J , .. ( j ' 

·~.f }rlr. Potter, 1u.\jcm11:.:<~ nnt~} 4 (/duck, P. 2'\1. 

Fo c1• ()' CvJC·r,~: 2:'. l\I. 
Sc.n::.~e .met-r11H cdkt.1-no qnonnn prl'sen1-. 
On moti(1n of Mr. Britto11, the Senate nilj•JUrned l~!:~il to­

mornn.· 1rwrnin;: <-1 t D <i'cloc:k. 
"-' 

A t'STJX, '.rhm .. s<ln.y, Xc1wn1hcr .)
7 

18.')7. 
The Senate met pursuant 'Lo adjuurm11ent; J?r<~ycr by tb.c 

Ch:1pla1n; r.:.lll called; t1ucru~11 prc!Jent. 
T Ile J uurnal of yes tenla.y wns n:tv l mid adopted. 
'r1 i·· · t · 1 .. , 1 1 • • , i · le ..Jn:H1t ~nt tl± t w t:.er~::l!.c <UJ!l<i'.lllCc\. tnc iollov:i~::;· ~ll.u .• 1-

t!1 ina.l i:s-~~and!ng Committee: 
C O?.DU'l"l'EJ~ ox TIE·: nln ... IT.L\-Ml'.~·~;:~;1~s. B ri ttou: G r:.:.ha~~J, 

T,tylur of Fannin, Enuh, n.ud l\foCttlluch. 
J\fr. Pi:isclw.l prc::icnted die petition of .Mrs. A.1111 T. B> .. a!t; 

re±i_~rrell ·:o th(; curnmitteL: uu Cbin:.::; a11tl Accuu.tw;. 
l\fr. Sc(',rhornu._.h VI't.'KL'nted the petij .n of snndr'.,r citizens 

of the county nf"(:;.,;)i,id, 1LI1cl uthcri-:, aski1ig the c~,_:_·~1tion ·~f 
a 1ww cu1mty; n:fl~rre<l 1u llw corn111itti.:i.:' un l\.1tm~ic\"3 awl 
C. ,unty Bnuidarics . 

.. Mr. Pucter intruc~ncc<l a lJ;ll for the relief uf the Gdvc:st0n, 
l'Liuoton r1ncl Hendcrsun Ibiht::.1.1.l C\.nnpan~·, and iu ;.;..rnCE 1 ~­
nv11t of the .. Act of iitcoq:ora·cinn then.'.\•!·~ nml uf the A·:::3 
ameucling the same ri.ml in <.'.cl 1,litiun 1herdo n:c.~J. l·::'t and 2Ell 
tiE1cs, n{Cl ref(:rred tu the c111mniltc0 1..'!1 u.•:nr l Irnpruv..,:-
111cn '.s. 


